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July 13, 1993 

VIA TELBCOPY/HARD COPY WXTH BHCLOSURBS 
lfO lOLLOW BY IBDD:U. IQRBBI 

David A. Hoefer, Esq. -
Assistant Regional counsel 
u.s. Environmental Protection Agency 
Reqion VII 
726 Minnesota Avenue 

I!DO 
8T. C 

Kansas City, Kansas 66101 ( 

Re: Response of GAF Corporation to the CERctA 10 
Information Request Issued by EPA Reqion v~~, D 
April 20, 1993 (the 11 Information Request"~ 

Dear Mr. Hoefer: J 
We represent GAF corpo~ation (GAF). We are in ecei 

the above-referenced Iftfcrm~tion Request. 

CCITT GJ:# 2 

(e) 
ted. 

As you are aware, upon receipt of the In orm ion 
Request, we contacted you to determine the nature of E A R ion 
VII's concerns. By letter dated May 21, 1993, we also fo ally 
tiled & Freedom. of Information Act (FOIA) request in whic we 
requested copies of all documents which relate to the envi onm tal 
problem that is the subject of the Information Request. I 

You indicated that some portion of the banks bt M line 
creek which run adjacent to the former GAF and c~ai Teed 
Corporation sites was erodin9 and that asbestos containin pip and 
possibly other material was, as a consequence, being ashe or 
released into Maline creek. You also indicated tha EPA was 
conc:erned with certain loose asbestos containinq material con ined 
in a building, but that the building was located on the f rmer 
certainTeed site. / 

Accordingly, GAF has responded to the Intormati~n Re est 
• • ~ ... ,_ •• • ... • •• • • 1l •ff' n'llt'lil .. +- ; n1'1 a nr\ cin,..nman"r g T"a 1 i't'f> inn t.n t.ttR C 1 11\IZ'B 
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or irrelevant to the concerns identified by EPA, as sat :forth 
above, GAF objects to such requests on the grounds that th are 
irrelevant, unduly broad, burdensome, and exceed EPA's info ation 
gathering authority under 42 o.s.c. S9604 and, as such are 
arbitrary and capricious. 

While the attached responses are subject to the tor goinq 
understandings, limitation on scope ot response and objection , GAF 
has attempted to provide the information whiCh it believes is of 
interest to EPA, Dased on EPA's descriptions. If, after rev awing 
the attached responses, EPA desires additional informati n or 
further elaboration on information provided, please conta t the 
undersigned. 

GAF has not yet received any response by EPA to GAF's 
i'OIA request. Further, the facility that is the subject 
Information Request is no longer ownsd or operated by GAF. 
searched and continues to search tor documents relevant 
matter at its other facilities. Accordinqly, GAP reserv 
right to further supplement or amend its respon,e& hould 
information revealed by EPA's response to GAF's FOIA ~eque t, or 
information revealed by further review of GAP'• document•, in icate 
that such a auppleaent or amendment is warranted. 

GAF' s response includes several enqinaering ora inCJB. 
Accordingly, tha attachments to GAF's response will be ~rovi ed to 
EPA alonq with the hard copy of the text of tbe response. You 
indicated yesterday that this method of reaponding (fax~nq t text 
today and mailing a hard copy of the text and attachment ) was 
acceptable to you. 

If, after reviewinq the foregoing response y~u ha e any 
qUestions or concerns, please direct the same, as well as all otbar 
correspondence with respect to this matter, to the undi!XIsign d. We 
appreciate your cooperation ana assistance in the hand.l;ing this 
'Jilatter. · 

PSS/CCC 
Enclosures 

Very truly yours, 

THOMPSON & MITCHELL 

By% (/7-:;,.._~ 
Peter ~ ~t:::anar 

cc: Michael D. scott, Esq. (wfencl.) 
Stephen G. Jeffery, Esq. 
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OUEST:IQNS 

RESPONSES OF GAF CORPORATION TO 
THE APRIL 20, 1993 CERCLA 104(e) INFORMATION 

REQUEST ISSUED BY EPA REGION VII• 
July 13, 1993 

1. Identify all persons congulted, and all doc 
reviewed in the preparation of responses to this Info 
Request. 

anawer: The following persona ware consulted in the 
of this response: 

Paul Reitz, Reitz & Je.ns, .... Inc., 1055 corporate 
Drive, st. Louis, Missouri 63132 

Davi4 Murray, Reitz & ~ana, Inc., 1055 corporate 
Drive, st. Louis, Missouri 63132 

Murray Sherman, GAF corporation, 1361 Alps Road, 
New Jarsey 07470 

Charles Bien, c/o GAF Corporation, 1361 Alps Road, 
New Jersey 07470 

Randy Ford, GAF Corporation, P. o. Box 665607, D 
Texas 75265 

The following documents were the primary do enta 
reviewe4 and relied on in the preparation of this response: 

Reitz ' Jena, Inc. drawinqs: 

(1) GAP Corporation aerial photograph t~ken 3-6-79 
(attachment 1); 

(2) GAF Corporation Site Plan dated 3-15-79 (att 
2); 

{3) GAP Corporation Waste Pile Proposed Plan 
dated 7-14-79 (attachment 3); 

( 4) Plat of secured As))estos cement P;ile GAF 
corporation (attachment 4); 

"The responses of GAF corporation to the April 20,, 19 3 
CERCLA 104(e) Information Request are aubject to the qbjeo 1ona, 
reservations, conditions and explanations contained ia the cover 
letter of Peter s. straasner, Esq. ot Thompson & Mitchell ated 
as of even date herewith, which objections, reservations, 
conditions and explanations are incorporated herein bl thi 
reference. 

--1~. --· ·-· ..... _._ 
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(5) Plat of Secured Asbestos Cement Pile - Carta •Teed 
Products, Inc. (attachment 5), 

Latter from Earl F. Holtgraewa, P. B., 
Administrator, St. LOuis Regional Office, 
Department or Natural Resources, dated June 
(attachment 6); 

Letter from Louise 0. Jacobs, Director, En for amant 
Division, u. s. EPA Region VII, dated April 28, 1980 
(attachment 7); 

Latter from Missouri Department of Natural Res 
(MDNR) to Mr. Jim Xaatinq of the Metropolitan St. Louis 
Sewer District (MSD) (dated March 14, 1982) req rding 
additional cleanup of ACM concrete pipe scrap (atta hment 
8); 

Letter (unsiqned) from MDNR to st. Louis county De t. of 
community Health and Medical Care (dated May 13, 1982) 
describing exposed area of Malina creek located n tba 
former certainTaad property (attachment 9}; 

Letter from st. Louis county to Missouri Air Cons tion 
Commission (dated May 6, 1982) informing the State about 
concrete pipe scrap littering from the former c::erta nTaad 
facility (attachment 10); 

Memorandum to A. Groner (MDNR) from M. Du'(all 
regarding C!RCLA Notification Site In-.pact 
certainTeed. Corporation (dated (January 8, 
(attachment 11); 

Joint Public Notices by u.s. Army corps of Engine rs and 
State of Missouri, bOth dated 3une 24, 1980 iatta 
12 and 13}; 

Latter to MDNR from Reitz & Jens (dated M~y 6, 1980) 
re9arding GAF waste pile closure (attachment 14):· 

Letter to MDNR from Reitz & Jens (dated MI$Y 5, 1980) 
reqardinq CertainTeed waste pile closure (attacbm t 15) ; 

Memorandum from B. Holtqraeve, Regional Adminia rator, 
MDNR, to R. Robinson, Director, MDNR Solid waste 
Management Program (dated. January 21, 1980• re ardinq 
final inspection - asbestos waste site ciosur GAF­
CertainTead producta (attachment 16). 

In addition to the attachments to this :J,ett , the 
publicly available files of Missouri oepartm nt of 
Natural Resources (St. Louis Rsgional office) (MD R) and 
all documents contained therein wer• reviewed. G also 
searched and continues to search its records for r levant 

- 2 -
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documents. Some, but not many, relevant document were 
located in GAP's internal search. If an index of NDMR 
and GAP documents is needed, please contactl Pet r s. 
Strassner, Esq. o~ Thompson ' Mitchell law f 

z. Identify all persons, including R 
employees, who have knowledge, information or doCWilenta 
to the qeneration, use, treatment, storaqe, disposa 
handling ot hazardou• aubstancea at the Site. 

Answar: The following GAP employees or former ampl 
knowledge, information or documents pertaining to th 
action conducted in 1979-1980 at the former GAF site: 

Murray Sherman, GAF Corporation, 
Maw Jersey 07470 

Charles Bien, c/o GAF COrporation, l3til Alps R ad, 
New Jersey 0?~70 

Randy Ford, GAF Corporation, P. o. Box 6656 7, D 
Texas 7526.5 

Other GAP employees and former GAP employees 
at the Riverview Blvd. plant during the relevant tiRe p 
were otherwise familiar witb operations at that plant 
have "knowledqe, information or documents pertain 
generation, usa, treatment, storage or di•posal or oth 
of hazardous subst.anca at the sita; 11 however, the above 
were conl!lultea as the individual& atill accessible to AP w a had 
knawle4qe or recollection of or involvement in the reap nse 
taken with regard to the asbestos containing material ( CM) 
1979-1980, 

3. Describe the nature of your activities 
particularly with respect to the processing, storage, 
disposal, or other handlinq of asbestos or asbestos 
ll\aterial ( "ACM") • 

An&Wer: GAP made ACM panels and other ACM cement sh oducts 
used in or foz:o shel tars, chicken coops, cooling t and a 
variety of other uses. It also made shingle. ootinq 
insulation at the facility. No individual consulted e called 
GAF manufacturinq ACM pipe at the Riverview Blvd. ta • The 
ACM panel manufacturing prooesa 11ay be described s f llows: 
cement, ltmestone and silica were received at the taoil ty i bulk. 
Asbestos fibers were received in two cUbic toot co ressed 
packaqes. These materials wera combinac:l in a horiz nta mixer 
(dry) and then discharqad and mixed with water to fo a lurry. 
~is slurry vas discharqed into a series of vats wher the alurry 
was depositetl on cylinder screens. 'l'be solids f'rom ~ha alur were 
then transferred to a felt where the thickness was bu lt u • The 
material was then transferred from the telt to an accum lata dru•, 

- 3 -
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was out off, traveled down a conveyor, cut to appropriate 
sizes and automatically stacked. 

water from the vata from the continual procas 
cleanup was pumped to settlinq ponds-located on the pile a 
site. These ponds had a base of hard mineral fiber waste 
functioned as a filter bed for this process water. The 
leaving the site was treated (with sulfuric acid) to nautrali 
pH and was discharqed clear with a neutral pH. 

4. Identify the time periods during which yQ'U op 
at and/or owned the Site. 

CCITT G3:# 7 

Anger:: GAF' Corporation owned or operated it• Riverview Blvd. 
facility from approximately 1968 to ~83, 

s. Did you acquire any portion of the Site: aft the 
disposal or plaoe•ent of asbestos or ACM on the Site? Descri all 
of the facts on which you base the answer to tbis ques~ion. 

Answer: Yes. GAP acquired the tacili ty as part o~ a 
transaction in or about 1968. The facility is bali t 
been built around 1g27 ))y Eternit Mills, a Dutch com any. 
believe• Ruberoid Corporation purchased the facility roun 1937 
and continued to run the plant until 11168. The A pi a was 
already present at tha tacility when GAP acquired it or abOut 
1968 according to the recollections of the incUvic2uala o nsul ed in 
preparinq these responses. 

6. Identity all solid waste units (e.q., aste piles 
and landfills) located at the site during the pario 
owned/operated the Site. For each unit identified, rovi 
following information: 

a. The type and dimensions o:f the uni 
b. The dates that the unit was in use 
a. Th• quantity and types of material 

the unit; 
d. The construction of the unit; 
e. How the unit was cloa.a and what a 

taken to prevent or address 
actual l:'aleases of asbestos or A 
unit; and 

f. It available, provide a map showin 
boundaries and the location of all 
wacte units. 1 

Answer: The settling basina for the material orig1nat 
mineral fiber process and cleanup are depicted in a 
The elevations for these settling basins are depicted 1 
2. :In 1979-1980, these settling baai:ns were clo 
asbestos containinq materials CACM) were isolated 
asbestos cement piles in accordance with work plans 
the consultinq enqineerinq firm of Reitz & Jena, In • 

- .. - I 
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Jans). The closure was conducted by contourinq tba sat ling 
ba•ins, CDvering tbe entire area with a ~inimum of one (1) fo t of 
soil cover, resea~ing the entire area, and plaeinq rock b ing 
alon9 Maline creek. The secured aabestos cement pile was lo tad 
above the Maline Creek Floodway as designated by MSD Ordinanc No. 
121. In conjunction with the closure activities, diecharqes tram 
the facility were eli~inated. Tbe closure plana are depigt d in 
attachment 3. The work plans, specifications, and the aompl tion 
of the final closure activities ware reviewed. and appro'VJid by both 
tbe Missouri Department of Natural Resources and Bl'A in a1;tac ts 
6 and 7, respectively. Followinq completion of tl1je cl aure 
activities, plats documenting the location ot tb• secured as sto• 
cement pile were reoord.ed. Aa indicated., the prajoti s of 
filtering process and wash water in basins on th$ pile' pre ated 
GAF's acquisition of the facility. GAF does not kno~ wh the 
practice oo.menoed. If additional in"lormation is requirteCI, lease 
request tha same. 

7. Did you at any time while you operatecl at nd./or 
owned the site perform any investigations of the soil, water 
{qround or surface), geoloqy, hydrology, or air quality on or about 
the site? If so, what were the results? Provide coptes t all 
reports, eta., pertainin; to such investiqations • 

.An•ur: Accordinq to Dave Murray, Project Manager fpr R itz & 
Jens, air monitcrinq equipment was in place duri~ a d in 
connection with the closure activities described in p~aqr ph 6. 
Mr. MUrray specifically recalls that none of the air moni orinq 
test results inClioated any release or presence of aabe,to• r ACM 
in the atmosphere during the x-amedial acti"'itiaa. Neit'tler G !' :nor 
Reitz & Jens, to date, have bean able to locate any d enta 
avidencinq the monitoring conducted durin9 the closure ~ctiv ties. 

a. Did you at any time while you cperateci at d./cr 
owned the Site perfon~ any removal or rnedial activitie vith 
reqar4 to hazardous a~tances at the Site? It so, pro~ida opiea 
of all documents, reports, etc., pertaining to such activi · 

Answer: See response to queationa l. and 6. If ac14 
information is needed, please contact Peter s. Strassner, 
Thompson & Mitchell law firm. 

9. Identify the acts or omissions ot any peJTsona other 
than your employees, contractors, or aqenta, that my bave caused 
the release or threat of release of asbastos or ACM at or t om the 
site. 

Answer: Tha activities of the p~evious owners ot QAI''s 
Riverview Blvd. ~acility may have caused the release or t 
release of asbestos or ACM at or froJI the site. I:n ad 
certa1nTea~ corporation operated a facility adjacent to 
facility. certainTeed manufactured asbestos containi$q pi 
possibly other aateri~la) and is a distinct entity no~ rel 
GAF Corporation. Reitz & Jens was also retained by.Cert 

- 5 -
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corporation in or abOut lg79-19BO to olose an adjacent a•b 
ccmtaining pile on the cartainTeed property. GAP curr•ntly 
insu.ff icient information to- cSeteraine the extent to Vhlcn 
subsequent owners of the GAP and/or Certain~eed facilities ave 
caused or contributed to any raleasa or threat of r•leas of 
asbestos or ACM from the former GAF or certainTeed s 
Additional ACM oement pipe litter was discovered in 1982 ;in M 
Creek adjacent to the tormer CertainTeed facility (see a~aa 
8-11). 

10. If you have reason to believe that thet:-e be 
persons able to provide a more detailed or complete reapo a t any 
question contained herein or who may be able to provide dclit onal 
responsive dOc\Uilents, identify such persons and the it anal 
inrormation or documents that they ~ have. 

Answer: Mr. Earl Holtqraewe, P. E., a fonaer Regional D re r of 
the st. Louis .Raqional otrioe, Missouri Departaent f Na ural 
Resource•, and Ma. Louise D. Jaooba, a former Direct r o the 
Enforcement Division, o. s. EPA Re;-1on VII may have ddit anal 
knowledge concerninq the review/approval o! the work plan and 
closure activities. Mr. Holtvraewe is ~aeently emplo ad ~ the 
City of st. Peters, Missouri. Ms. Jacobs' present poai ion not 
known to GAl'. C:ertainTee4 Corporation (believed to be a u.s. 
subsidiary of saint-Gobain) presumably h•• additional to ation 
and/or documents. The subsequent and current owners m y a o be 
able to provide additional relevant infaraation or 4oc 
:Further, tlla u.s. Army Corps of Engineers and/or the St. 
Metropolitan sewer J)istrict may have adc:Utional 
information or documents. 

In ad~iticn, on May 21, 1993, GAF submitted a requ st to 
EPA Region VII pursuant to the Freedom of Info atio Act 
requesting information in EPA's possession concerninq si s and 
the work performed there in 1979•1980. AS of thia da haa 
not received EPA's response. GAF believes that perso n EPA 
Region VII should also be in posaeasion of relevant ation 
conoerninq this matter. 

11. For every question contained herein, it nto 
or documents responsive to this Information Request are not 
possesaion, custody or control, than identify the perso s fr 
such information or doc~ants ~y be o~taine~. 

Amnun;:: see response& to questions 9 and 10 above. 
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